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The principal heresy denying the divinity of Christ .named after its
author Arius. Arianism maintained that the Son of God was not eter-
nal but was created by the Father from nothing as an instrument for
the creation of the world; the Son was therefore not coeternal with the
Father .nor of the same substance. The heresy was condemned by the
council of Nicaea in AD 325 and again at Constantinople in AD 381,
but though driven from the empire it retained a foothold among Teu-
tonic tribes until the conversion of the Franks to Catholicism (AD

496). The Oxford Encyclopaedic English Dictionary .1vav. .London.
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This instrument was used in the First Century by the Romans to scourge their victi It isted of a den handle with 2 or 3 straps and
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[Chapter: CXVII

1. And 'Amr the chief of the Moslem forces encamped before the citadel of

Babylon and besieged the troops that garrisoned it.

2. Now the latter received his promise that they should not be put to the

sword, and on their side undertook to deliver up to him all the munitions

of war now these were considerable.

3. And thereupon he ordered them to evacuate the citadel. And they took
a small quantity of gold and set out. And it was in this way that the citadel
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of Babylon in Egypt was taken on the second day after the (festival of the)

R esurrection.

4. Thus God punished them because they had not honoured the
redemptive passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave His life

for those who believe in Him. Yea, it was for this reason that God made

them turn their back upon them (1. e. the Moslem.

5. Now on that day of the festival of the holy Resurrection they released
the orthodox that were in prison; but, enemies of Christ as they were, they
did not let them go without first ill-using them; but they scourged them
and cut oft their hands.

6. And on that day these (unhappy onesy wept and their tears poured down
their faces and they were spurned, even as it is written regarding those
unclean persons: '"They have defiled the Church by an unclean faith, and

they have wrought apostasies and deeds of violence like the sect of the

Arians, such as neither pagan nor barbarian has wrought, and they have
despised Christ and His servants, and we have not found any that do the

like amongst the worshippers of false idols.

7. But God has been patient with the apostates and heretics who have
undergone baptism a second time in submission to despotic emperors. Yet
it is the same God who recompenses every man according to his deeds and

does justice to him that has been wronged.

8. How then, is it not far better for us to endure patiently the trials and
punishments which they inflict upon us ? They indeed think to honour our
Lord Christ by so doing, whereas they are found to be perverted in their
faith. They have not indeed voluntarily apostatized, but they persecute
those who agree not with them in faith. God forbid (such agreement, ! for
they are not servants of Christ: yet they think they are such in their
thoughts.']
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[He described the Son as a second, or inferior God, standing

midway between the First Cause and creatures; as Himself made

out of nothing, yet as making all things else; as existing before the
worlds of the ages; and as arrayed in all divine perfections except
the one which was their stay and foundation. God alone was
without beginning, unoriginate; the Son was originated, and once
had not existed. For all that has origin must begin to be.] *°

3 wly 2y B oy Jay o) oF ol ) el OF 05y O g 018 g sl T T3)
G55 L O3S oy T s o Y iy oy g ¢ R S Al s S

R R T B o R

?® Catholic Encyclopedia, entry for "Arianism"
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e The Oxford Dictionary Of The Christian Church, p. 99
e Georges Florovsky: Aspects Of Church History, pp. 39-62
e D.E. Groh: Anus, Arianism. In: D. N. Freedman (Ed.),
The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary, New York: Doubleday,
1996, vol. 1, p.385. *°

[Lin Tl Gl 05 4" (g1 5 (8 (sl ) 4] ™
%% [In other contexts they emphasized the special role that Christ played in the work of creation and
salvation]
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o W.A. Elwell & B. J. Beitzel: Baker encyclopedia of the
Bible,p. 119 %
C. A. Jenkens: Baptist Doctrines, p. 425 >
Believer's Study Bible. 1997, c1995. C1991 Criswell Center
for Biblical Studies. (electronic ed.y (Re 22:17). Nashville:
Thomas Nelson.”'
P. C. Hodgson & R. H. King: Christian theology: An
introduction to its traditions and tasks, INewly updated ed.)
1994, Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, p. 227
E. Fahlbusch & G. W. Bromiley: 7he encyclopedia of
Christianity, vol. 1, p. 121,
Schaft, P., & Schaft, D. S. (1997). History of the Christian
church. Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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* [such as Arius, the 4th-century church leader who taught that Christ was a created and lesser god.]
*® [Three hundred years later comes Arius denying the proper divinity of Christ. In his view, Jesus was
superior to man, above angels, more exalted in rank and dignity than any intelligence in heaven, but
nevertheless a creature]
*! [Arianism. The heretical teaching of Arius, who was condemned by the Council of Nicaea in A.D.
325, maintained that Jesus Christ was a created being, that He was not eternal, that though He might be
called “God” as a courtesy title, He did not share in the essence or being of the Father and thus was not
truly God.]
* The Oxford Dictionary Of The Christian Church, p. 99
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¥ Trevor A. Hart: R. P. C. Hanson, The Search for the Christian Doctrine of God: a Review Essay,
In: The Evangelical Quarterly, 64.2, p. 159
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» [Arius denied not only Christ’s deity (the subject of the Nicene controversy) but also Christ’s
humanity.] Shedd, W. G. T., & Gomes, A. W. (2003). Dogmatic theology. "First one-volume edition (3
vols. in 1)"--Jacket. (3rd ed.) (952). Phillipsburg, N.J.: P & R Pub.

% Epiphan., Ancoratus; 33-4; Ed. K. Holl, cited by Grillmeier, Christ in Christian Tradition, p. 183.
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%7 Just. Dial. C. Trypho. 102; Beth. Bak. p. 125n.
% Origen, de Princip, ii, 6.3. Beth. Bak, p. 150n.
¥ Athanas. Tomus ad Antiochenos, 7; Beth. Bak, p. 185n.
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[1. ... And so God Himself, as he really 1s, is inexpressible to all.
He alone has no equal, no one similar, and no one of the same glory.
We call him unbegotten, in contrast to him who by nature is begotten.
We praise him as without beginning in contrast to him who has a
beginning.
We worship him as timeless, in contrast to him who in time has come to
exist. |
S Coss ¥ con LS canis P
0d2t i A=Y Vg cagain Al Y Cglos o oy sn
sy & ) Jln & etV e llai 4
Al o ddh Le (3 800 S seb odad
Sl slom o) 3 ) Jlie & o) D 4 okeni F

[6. He who 1s without beginning made the Son a beginning of created

things.
He produced him as a son for himself by begetting him.
He [the son] has none of the distinct characteristics of God’s own being
For he is not equal to, nor is he of the same being as him. ]
2sll) e La ) S RIS Y e il S Ul ga
d 635 & IS St
s B sy ol il 2l [ 5o
o] s25y ks on 8 52 ¥y e Gsln o &Y
[10. God is wise, for he himself is the teacher of Wisdom -

Sufticient proof that God is invisible to all:
He 1s is invisible both to things which were made through the Son, and

also to the Son himself.]

*! From the Wisconsin Lutheran College website page entitled "Fourth Century Christianity"
on-line at http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/arius-thalia-greek
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[13. I will say specifically how the invisible is seen by the Son:
by that power by which God is able to see, each according to his own
measure,

the Son can bear to see the Father, as is determined]
oY) dauly S oea S e O S i) ey Je Jle Y
o) ik Wby Logao IS i3 ) Jo o5 40l danly ) 50l ol pe
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[16. So there is a Triad (Tpidg), not in equal glories.

Their beings are not mixed together among themselves.
As far as their glories, one infinitely more glorious than the other.
The Father in his essence is foreign to the Son, because he exists without

beginning. |
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[20. Understand that the Monad [eternally] was; but the Dyad was not
before it came into existence.
It immediately follows that, although the Son did not exist, the Father was
still God.
Hence the Son, not being [eternal] came into existence by the Father’s
will,
He is the Only-begotten God (pnovoyeviic ®€dc), and this one is alien from
c@lly others]
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[24. Wisdom came to be Wisdom by the will of the Wise God.
Hence he is conceived in innumerable aspects. He 1is Spirit,
Power, Wisdom, God’s glory, Truth, Image, and Word.
Understand that he is also conceived of as Radiance and Light.
The one who is superior is able to beget one equal to the Son,
But not someone more important, or superior, or greater.
At God’s will the Son has the greatness and qualities that he has.
His existence from when and from whom and from then — are all from
God.
He, though strong God, praises in part his superior]
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[33. In brief, God is inexpressible to the Son.
For he is inhimself what he is, that is, indescribable,
So that the son does not comprehend any of these things or have the
understanding to explain them.
For it 1s impossible for him to fathom the Father, who is by himself.
For the Son himself does not even know his own essence,

For being Son, his existence is most certainly at the will of the Father.]
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[39. What reasoning allows, that he who is from the Father
should comprehend and know his own parent?
For clearly that which has a beginning 1s not able to conceive of

or grasp the existence of that which has no beginning.|
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[Chapter IV.—The Letter of Arius to Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia.

“To his very dear lord, the man of God, the faithful and orthodox
Eusebius, Arius, unjustly persecuted by Alexander the Pope, on account of
that all-conquering truth of which you also are a champion, sendeth
greeting in the Lord.

“Ammonius, my father, being about to depart for Nicomedia, I
considered myself bound to salute you by him, and withal to inform that
natural affection which you bear towards the brethren for the sake of God
and His Christ, that the bishop greatly wastes and persecutes us, and leaves
no stone unturned against us. He has driven us out of the city as atheists,
because we do not concur in what he publicly preaches, namely, God
always, the Son always; as the Father so the Son; the Son Co-exists
unbegotten with God; He 1s everlasting; neither by thought nor by any
interval does God precede the Son; always God, always Son; he is begotten
of the unbegotten; the Son is of God Himself. Eusebius, your brother
bishop of Caesarea, Theodotus, Paulinus, Athanasius, Gregorius, Aetius,
and all the bishops of the East, have been condemned because they say that
God had an existence prior to that of His Son; except Philogonius,
Hellanicus, and Macarius, who are unlearned men, and who have
embraced heretical opinions. Some of them say that the Son is an
eructation, others that He 1s a production, others that He is also
unbegotten. These are impieties to which we cannot listen, even though
the heretics threaten us with a thousand deaths. But we say and believe,
and have taught, and do teach, that the Son is not unbegotten, nor in any
way part of the unbegotten; and that He does not derive His subsistence
from any matter; but that by His own will and counsel He has subsisted
before time, and before ages, as perfect God, only begotten and

unchangeable, and that before He was begotten, or created, or purposed,
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or established, He was not. For He was not unbegotten. We are
persecuted, because we say that the Son has a beginning, but that God is
without beginning. This is the cause of our persecution, and likewise,
because we say that He is of the non-existent. And this we say, because He
1s neither part of God, nor of any essential being. For this are we
persecuted; the rest you know. I bid thee farewell in the Lord,
remembering our afflictions, my fellow-Lucianist, and true Eusebius.”

Of those whose names are mentioned in this letter, Eusebius was bishop
of Caesarea, Theodotus of Laodicea, Paulinus of Tyre, Athanasius of
Anazarbus, Gregorius of Berytus, and Aetius of Lydda. Lydda is now called
Diospolis. Arius prided himself on having these men of one mind with
himself. He names as his adversaries, Philogonius, bishop of Antioch,
Hellanicus, of Tripolis, and Macarius, of Jerusalem. He spread calumnies
against them because they said that the Son is eternal, existing before all
ages, of equal honour and of the same substance with the Father.

When Eusebius received the epistle, he too vomited forth his own
impiety, and wrote to Paulinus, chief of the Tyrians, in the following

words.] *
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*2Schaff, P. (1997). The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Second Series Vol. 111. Theodoret, Jerome,
Gennadius, Rufinus: Historial Writings, etc. (41). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.
* http://divine-arrangement.blogspot.com/2012/06/blog-post.html
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[Arius and Euzoius, presbyters, to Constantine, our most pious emperor

and most beloved of God.
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"According as your piety, beloved of God, commanded, O sovereign
emperor, we here furnish a written statement of our own faith, and we
protest before God that we, and all those who are with us, believe what is

here set forth.
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"We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, and in His Son the Lord
Jesus Christ, who was begotten from Him before all ages, God the Word,

by whom all things were made, whether things in heaven or things on
earth; He came and took upon Him flesh, suffered and rose again, and

ascended into heaven, whence He will again come to judge the quick and

the dead.
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“We believe in the Holy Ghost, in the resurrection of the body, in the

life to come, in the kingdom of heaven, and in one Catholic Church of

God, established throughout the earth.
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We have received this faith from the Holy Gospels, in which the Lord
says to His disciples, ‘Go forth and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.’
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If we do not so believe this, and if we do not truly receive the doctrines
concerning the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, as they are taught by
the whole Catholic Church and by the sacred Scriptures, as we believe in
every point, let God be our judge, both now and in the day which is to

come.
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Wherefore we appeal to your piety, O our emperor most beloved of
God, that, as we are enrolled among the members of the clergy, and as we
hold the faith and thought of the Church and of the sacred Scriptures, we
may be openly reconciled to our mother, the Church, through your

peacemaking and pious piety;
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so that useless questions and disputes may be cast aside, and that we and
the Church may dwell together in peace, and we all in common may offer
the customary prayer for your peaceful and pious empire and for your

entire family.”]*
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* Schaff, P. (1997). The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Second Series Vol. Il. Socrates, Sozomenus:
Church Histories. (277). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.

http://coptic-treasures.com



Ologls DS™ (3 Olagd) Cazs

Ie\"' . eLG me\ Ll d"ﬁ)i ZJL») -£

+#+ Councils of Ariminum and Seleucia sewls) il GUS” g8 a

s ALl 5,20 )
* Panarion .siliy) i obs Las

[To Our Blessed Pope and Bishop, Alexander, the Presbyters and
Deacons send health in the Lord.
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Our faith from our forefathers, which also we have learned from thee,
Blessed Pope, is this:
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We acknowledge One God, alone Ingenerate, alone Everlasting, alone
Unbegun, alone True, alone having Immortality, alone Wise, alone Good,
alone Sovereign; Judge, Governor, and Providence of all, unalterable and
unchangeable, just and good, God of Law and Prophets and New
Testament;
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who begat an Only-begotten Son before eternal times, through whom

He has made both the ages and the universe; and begat Him, not in

semblance, but in truth; and that He made Him subsist at His own will,

unalterable and unchangeable; perfect creature of God, but not as one of

the creatures; oftspring, but not as one of things begotten;
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nor as Valentinus pronounced that the oftspring of the Father was an
issue ; nor as Manichaeus taught that the offspring was a portion of the
Father, one in essence ; or as Sabellius, dividing the Monad, speaks of a

Son-and-Father ; nor as Hieracas, of one torch from another, or as a lamp

*> On-line at: http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/urkunde-6

http://coptic-treasures.com


http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/urkunde-6

calb s Olader OUS™ (3 Oligdl Cais”

o

divided into two ; nor that He who was before, was afterwards generated

or new-created into a Son | as thou too thyself, Blessed Pope, in the midst

of the Church and in session hast often condemned;
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but, as we say, at the will of God, created before times and before ages,

and gaining life and being from the Father, who gave subsistence to His

glories together with Him. For the Father did not, in giving to Him the

inheritance of all things, deprive Himself of what He has ingenerately in
Himself; for He is the Fountain of all things.
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Thus there are Three Subsistences. And God, being the cause of all
things, is Unbegun and altogether Sole, but the Son being begotten apart

from time by the Father, and being created and founded before ages, was

not before His generation, but being begotten apart from time before all
things, alone was made to subsist by the Father. For He is not eternal or
co-eternal or co-unoriginate with the Father, nor has He His being
together with the Father, as some speak of relations , introducing two
ingenerate beginnings, but God is before all things as being Monad and
Beginning of all. Wherefore also He is before the Son; as we have learned
also from thy preaching in the midst of the Church.
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So far then as from God He has being, and glories, and life, and all

things are delivered unto Him, in such sense is God His origin.
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For He is above Him, as being His God and before Him. But if the
terms ‘from Him,” and ‘from the womb,’ and ‘I came forth from the
Father, and I am come * (Rom. xi. 36; Ps. cx. 3; John xvi. 28), be
understood by some to mean as if a part of Him, one in essence or as an
issue, then the Father is according to them compounded and divisible and
alterable and material, and, as far as their belief goes, has the circumstances
of a body, Who is the Incorporeal God.] *°
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[I pray that you fare well in the Lord, blessed father. Arius; the priests of
Arius - Aethales, Achilles, Carpones, and Sarmatas; the deacons Euzoios,
Lucius, Julius, Menas, Helladius, and Gaius; the bishops Secundas of the

Pentapolis, Theonas of Libya, and Pistus whom the Arians [later] set up [as

bishop] at Alexandria.] */
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% Schaff, P. (1997). The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers Second Series Vol. V. Athanasius:
Select Works and Letters. (458). Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems.
*” On-line at: http://www.fourthcentury.com/index.php/urkunde-6
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